
ASTOfT ACCEPTS
APOLOGYFOR CASH.

Sued London Daily Mail for
Libel, but Compromised

in Court.
7.

BIG TREE DINNER STORY.

Chief Justice Russell Tells Stories
of Libels on Himself and

All Ends Happily.
| F e 1». ~7..I n the

LONDON. Queen's Bench Divisiion of the High Court
of Justice to-day before the Lord Chief
Justice of England, Baron Russell, of Killowen,and a special jury, was heard the
suit of William Waldorf Astor against the
Daily Mail, of this oity. to rekover the
sum of $5,000 damages for a libel which
"held him up to ridicule and contempt,"
There was an imposing array of counsel

on both sides. Sir Edward Clarke, Q. C.
formerly Solicitor-General, counsel for the
plaintiff, said the libel was published on

October 18. and was headed "Mr. Astor's
Strange Dinner Party." It declared, counselcontinued, that, as the outcome of a

wager of $2,500 with General Owen Williams,Mr. Astor brought the trunk of a

California redwood tree here and gave a

^ dinner party at Cliveden around it. A flctitiouslist of guests, counsel further remarked,was published, and the entire details,except the mere fact that Mr. Astor
brought the tree to England, was an effort
of imagination, and Mr. Astor claimed he

"
was held up to the public as "a foolish
and ridiculous person."

An Apology Hinted At.
Sir Edward Clarke also said Mr. Astor

was an American gentleman of great
wealth, "who had made this country his
home, had a house on Carlton House Terraceand was the owner of the beautiful
estate at Cliveden," and that soon after he
settled in England "certain personal and offensiveparagraphs from time to time appearedabont him."
Mr Astor took the stand and confirmed

Sir Edward Clarke's statements. He said
that many of the guests mentioned were
unknown to him and expressed the belief
that some of them did not exist. The mattercaused him great annoyance, but he
»> <1 a antajs nuuu^ tu i au apuivgj.
The Lord Chief Justice asked if it was

not possible for an apology to be given at
that stage of the proceedings.
Right Hon. Edward Henry Carson, Q. G.,

formerly Solicitor-General for Ireland, in
behalf of Alfred Charles Harmsworth,
principal proprietor of the Daily Mail and
other papers, said his client was always
ready and willing to apologize.
"Whether the matter published is a libel

or not," the Lord Chief Justice remarked,
'is a question for the jury to decide; but,
surely, it is proper to apologize for giving
anhoyance."

An Apologry Is Possible.
"My clients," said Mr. Carson, "while

they do not admit the libel, are anxious
not to publiah anything which may cause
annoyance."

"It cannot be said," replied the Lord
Chief Justice, "that these personal paragraphsare not sometimes very annoying.This is the fringe of a very large question.One cannot fail to see that there is
a growing fashion, perhaps copied from
the press with which Mr. Astor is better
acquainted than we are (laughter), of publishingpersonal paragraphs which are very
a nnnvini/ A no rn crra rth ar»nna r-a ir» o

newspaper this morning regarding myselfdaughter), erroneously stating that I
forced my carriage through the Horse
Guards' passage, notwithstanding tie oppositionof the Guards, and an American
paper the other day described a painful
incident in my career. It said it had been
iny duty, in the position of president of
the Divorce Court, to pronounce a divorce
decree between myself and my first wife.
As a matter of fact. I have only had one
wife; she is alive now; we have never
been divorced, and I am not president of
the Divorce Court." (Laughter.)

An Apology Made.
Addressing Mr. Carson, the Chief Justice

remarked: "I think your client ought to
apologize for publishing the paragraph
which has given annoyance to Mr. Astor."
To this Mr. Carson replied: "I adoptYour Lordship's suggestion absolutely.

The proprietors of the Daily Mail wish me
to say that they had no wish to give annoyance,though some people are annoyed by
these things and others are not (laughter).
They regret they gave annoyance to Mr.
Astor and apologize for so doing."
The case tnen was settled. A juror was

withdrawn and the proceedings came to
; an end.

Mr. Harmsworth's Evening News, in reportingthe case, says:
VT - laf/vy Ics n .1y,, A
»'a i- xxoivx a \.uii.aicu xuucin.au w unr

does us the honor to prefer our company
to that of his own countrymen. His remembranceof the courteous, polished mannerin which his native newspapers deal
with him makes him, apparently, a highly
censorious critic.
"The malice in the dinner party paragraphis so subtle as to escape any ordinaryleader, but It did not escape Mr. Astor.

According to Sir Edward Clarke, the inferencedrawn from the paragraph would be
that Mr. Astor allowed the information to
be supplied to the press. This awful
crime would, naturally, appear heinous to
any one of Mr. Astor*s nationality."

CUTTING DOWN ]

SALARIES IN CUBA.
General Brooke Proposes to Reduce Berth

Places and Wages in Santiago
Province.

Sanflago de Cuba, Feb. 7..Under ordersfrom General Wood, Military Govern
nor of the Department of Santiago, CaptainMendoza Is preparing for GovernorGeneralBrooke a statement regarding the
salaries In the various departments of the
civil service which the Governor-General
proposes, according to Instructions recently
received from Havana, to reduce 20 per
cent. This statement will show that alreadythe civil salaries have been reduced
more than 35 per cent from the figures
pfcid under the Spanish regime. It will
also point out that there has been a reduc- 1
tion of over 50 per cent In the number of '
men employed.
The Cubans claim that the present police ]force of the City of Havana, which is only

four times the size of Santiago, costs more
for maintenance than the entire Province '

of Santiago, including sanitation, publicschools and police. They say that Havana,which in proportion to Santiago should
have no more than 500 police, has under
the present administration no fewer than
1,400 men. s
Thirty new schools for children under s

seven years of age, to be conducted on the gkindergarten plan, were opened to-day. Ten
schools of the same kind are to be opened °
at San Luis ai^d three at Guantanamo. b

Spain's Sad, Sad Red Bo-olc. I
Madrid, Feb. 7..The Government has

.ssued a Red Book on the war with the ''

United States It is a bulky volume of f
522 pages; but its contents are documents tand communications already made public fcand now nave only historical interest. '

q
It will pay you to read Journal

"Want" ads. next Sunday.eleven
words in as many ads. that don't ,

belong there. These words make v
an every day inaxim. Sioo in seven
prizes. See page 12 this morning. *
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HELPING CUBANS
TO GETJTARTED.

Colonial Board Plans Just
Systems of Government

for Them,

MAKES PERSONAL VISIT.

Equalizing Taxation and Getting
Returns for Franchises

the First Work,

Feb 7.The
WASHINGTON }' r e s I dent

has not yet
selected any one to take the place of Mr.
Curtis Guild, ot Massachusetts, who. becauseof private business, declined an appointmentas a member of the Colonial
Board. General Robert P. Kennedy, who
will be the head of the Board, and Ma.ior
C. W. Watkins. are here, and to-day inet
in a preliminary way in a temporary office
in the Lemon building.
Within ten days or a fortnight the Board

will begin its investigation in the field, goingimmediately to Cuba. Its work will be
exhaustive and take considerable time, its
general policy being to make each of the
Islands of Cuba and Porto Rico self-sustaining.to systematize taxation, collection
and distribution, and to institute modern

improvements in every form, so as to put
the West Indian possessions on a thoroughlymodern and satisfactory basis. Its
labors will begin at once in Cuba, to avoid
the yellow fever or sickly season, and six
weeks or two 'taonths will be consumed
there, and almost as much time is likely
to be taken up in Porto Rico.
General Kennedy and Major Watkins alreadyhave conferred with the Secretary of

WTar over the scope of their work and functions.General Kennedy, in an interview
to-day, made this statement outlining the
board's plans:
"The first question the board will take

up is the organization of a complete systemof taxation and collection of taxes for
Cuba and Porto Rico. There is no system
now in force; no equalization of taxes. The
plan will be to furnish both^ islands as
equitable and just a system as can be arrangedfor thelf?lpnds, to fall equitably on the
people. The proceeds are to be distributed
for purposes of education, improvements,
police and matters of municipal affairs.
Heretofore taxation has been based on incomesand everything has been done on
crude nrincinles. In many cases taxes have
been remitted on claims that the income
was not received, favoritism, etc.
"The next general question will be recommendationsfor a system of granting franchises.The policy will be to have the peopledealt with fairly in giving franchises,

privileges and grants. Those who get these
must pay a fair and jufet equivalent to the
Cubans, and whatever profits accrue must
go to Cuba's benefit.
"The board will recommend the appointmentof tax collectors and the dividing up

of the country into collection districts/
These collectors &hall have charge, under
restrictions to be provided by the War Department.There is no intention to interferewith the municipal authorities, but to
aid them in the proper collection and distributionof their own taxes and more especiallyto relieve the people of oppressive
and unfair taxes."

GENERAL GOMEZ
GOING TO HAVANA.

The Cuban Commander Will at Last
Make His Entry Into the Islands'

Car>ital.

FTarsna. Feb. 7..Senator' Proctor has
received a dispatch from Maximo Gomez,
saying that he will leave Remedios to-morrowfor Havana, travelling by way of
Sagua and Matanzas Gity, and arriving
here on Thursday.
Mr. Proctor will leave to-morrow morning

for Matanzas, where he will confer with
General Gomez, proceeding thence to CienfuCgos.
General Gomez has not Communicated to

Governor-General Brooke any suggestion
regarding the plan for the payment of the
Cuban troops, but the details of the arrangementswill be settled after his arrival.Nothing has been done in the matterthus far.

HONORS FOR GARCIA
IN CUBA'S CAPITAL.

Remains of the Dead General to Lie in
State, Guarded by 'HisFollowers.

Havana, Feb. 7..The United States
gunboat Nashville, bearing the body of the
late General Calixto Garcia, is expected
early to-morrow. The remains will be
received by the City Council and will lie
In the Session Room of the Council, on publicview, with a guard of Cuban soldiers.
Major-General Ludlow, Governor of the

Department of Havana, has granted permission,in a letter to Mayor Lacoste, to
5l)0 armed Cubans to enter the city as a
?uard of honor. He will also take personalpart in the demonstration, if possible.

SECOND ONLY TO BISMARCK.
High Tribute from the Reichstag to

, Chancellor Caprivi.

Berlin, Feb. 7..At the opening of toiay'ssession of the Reichstag, the presilentof that body, Count vdn Bedlenstein,
paid a tribute to the memory of the late
jeneral von Caprivl, the former Imperial
Dhancelldr, who died yesterday morning at
Skyren.
He said that as a statesman he did not

ittain the greatness of his predecessoriPrlnce Bismarck), nevertheless he pronotedthe welfare of Germany and was
'great in his unswerving devotion to duty,ibsolute attachment to the Emperor and
'he Fatherland and tho honomhio una
chivalrous feeling with which pe was aninated."The statement was greeted withcheers.

SARD BLOW FOR MIKJE DADY.
3rookiyn Politician Will Loser His Million

' Dollar Contract in Havana.

Washington, Feb. 7..The contract of
llchacl Dady, of New York, for a sanitary
ystem In Havana, entered into with the
Ipanish authorities in the last days of their
ccupancy, undoubtedly will be cancelled
y the Colonial Board. The ^contract In-
olves some millions of dollars and General
iUdlow repotted adversely on It. ,The contract has attracted considerable
nterest and has been a theme of discusionat Cabinet sessions. It is now before
he Colonial Board on appeal and, while
hat body has not yet passed on the couraetthere is little doubt of its sustainingieneral Ludlow's adverse report.
Tetanus Kills Soldier in Cuba. j

Havana. Feb. 7..Death report, Febru- 1
ry 4, at Santiago: Private Alonzo Park, 1
Joinpany F. Eighth Illinois, tetanus; CororalRobert Sparks, Company E, Eighthliinois, typhoid.
The commanding general at Porto Rico (
eports that there were no deaths between
anuary 27 and February i. t
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GOOD WII
PAR

Lord Salisbury and His
Lieutenants Express Much

Sympathy.
POLICY TOWARD CHINA

l/"N n n i 11 t

ureal Dritain oeeKs ino lNev\

Territory in That Part
of the East.

HE DECLINES TO TELL MORE

The Premier Regrets That He Ha:
No Foreign Relations Committeeto Give His

Secrets.

Feb. 7..There wai

LONDON. the usual competition
1 among the member)

of Parliament to-day to be the first to tak<
a seat In the House of Commons on the re
opening of Parliament. Mr. Robert As
croft. Conservative member for Oldham
beat the record by arriving at the house at
12:45 a. m. Mr. John Gumming Macdona
Conservative member of Parliament for the
Rotherhithe Division of Southwark, arrivec
at 1 a. m. Others arrived during the night
A majority of both houses assembled jusi

before 2 p. m., when fhe Black Rod, Gen
eral Sir Michael Biddulph, came from tin
Heuse of Lords and, with the usual cere
mony, summoned the Commons to tht
House of Lords for the purpose of hearing
the Queen's speech read by the Lord Chan
ceilor, the Earl of Halsbury.

' The Queen's speech made the usual refer
ence to the pacific relations existing be'
tween Great Britain and foreign countries
arfd dealt with the re<&nt operations fh the
Soudan and with the affairs in Crete, oppressingthe hope that the Cretan question
is in a fair way of solution by the appointmentof Prince George of Greece as Hign
Commissioner of the powers in Crete.

Peace and Anarchists.
The speech referred to the invitation to

attend the Czar's peace conference, which
has been accepted, and contained a very
sympathetic reference to the assassination
of the Empress of Austria. It mentioned
the Anarchist conference in Rome and the
probable necessity for the alteration of the
law of Great Britain with respect to Anarchists.
The speech expressed great concern at

the fact that the plague continues in certainlocalities of India, paying tribute to
the efficacy of the measures taken to extirpateit and to the devotion of the offl-
clals.
Cape Colony was complimented upon its

patriotism, as demonstrated in the recent
vote for naval defence, and there were
very sympathetic allusions to the cyclone
disaster in the West Indies.
Finally, the speech announced that bills

will be introduced for the municipal governmentof London and for the promotion
of secondary education.

Hitchcock, a, Spectator.
When the session of the House of Lord's

was resumed there was a Jarge attendance
and the galleries were /crowded, many
ladies being among those present. Mr.
Ethan Allen Hitchcock, formerly United
States Ambassador at St. Petersburg and
recently appointed Secretary of the Interior,and Mr. Henry White, the United
States ^Charge d'Affaires, were in the diplomaticgallery.
The Duke of Bedford moved the address

in reply to the Queen's speech, and the
EJarl of Cawdor seconded the motion. The
Duke cordially referred to the growing
friendly relations Itetween the United
States and Great Britain.
The Earl of Klmberley. Liberal leader in

the House of Lords, made a speech, during
which he asked for further information regardingthe Government's intention in the

~̂ .3 31 -
ouuuou <iuu in v.iiiiiii, nun n'nuiuiujj Lilt"
Czar's disarmament proposals. H^i Lordshipal§o referred with great satisfaction
to the meeting of the Venezuelan arbitratorsin Paris.

No Designs ou China. J
The Premier, Lord Salisbury, followed

Lord Kimberley and referred at length to
China. He said the policy of Her Majesty's
Government did not contemplate the acCARRYING

THE FLAG
UP THEORINDCO.

The' Gunboat Wilmington
Fvnlnroc 'fhe Heart
b/\^/l VI UU III V I IUUI I

of Venezuela.

Special Cable to the Journal.
(Copyright, 1809, by the New York

Journal and Advertiser.)
Feb. 7..T h e

CARACAS, United States gun-
VENEZUELA. boat Wilmington,

witjh F. B. Loomis,
the United States Minister to Venezuela, on
board, has touched at Ciudad Bolivar and
gone far up the Orinoco on her long journeyof commercial exploration up that
river.
On January 21 the Wilmington left Trinidad,and two days later she crossed the

bar at the river's mouth, stopping tirst'at
Santa Catalina and arriving at Ciudad Bolivar,capital of the State of that name, on
January 24. The reception of the Americansthere was wildly enthusiastic. Hundredsof people gathered along the bank,
sh-oilltincr "Virn leva TH I" «mrl

"Viva el Ministro Loomis!"
The Wilmington fired a salute In honor

of the Venezuelan flag, and Mr. Loomis,
accompanied by a number of officers, went]
ashore to call upon the authorities. They
fotrn<i that a round of festltitles had been
prepared for them lasting several day's.
After spending several days at Ciudad

Bolivar the Wilmington weighed anchor
and proceeded up the great river, penetratinginto the heart of Venezuela. She will
go as far as the rapids, the head of navigation,and then return. Minister Loomis
expects that much commercial advantage
will result from this first viSJt of a United
States war vessel up the Orinoco for a
nnnrtor r\f o ponhirv

Lots of Money for China.
London, Feb. 7..The appeal for $11,>00,000in connection with the Chinese Iin>erialRailway five percentage gold loan

las been a phenomenal success. It was ap)liedfor five times over.

Crniser Raleigh R at Said.
Port Said. Feb. 7.- The United States

irulser Raleigh, which sailed from Manila
in December 15 for New York, via Suez,
las arrived here.

X TO U. S.
LIAMENT'S

*

» + + + + » + +
1Willi im Court Gully,

qulsitlon of territory in China or flie dig
memberme nk-'of the Chinese Empire.
The destiny of China, His Lordship added,

was as impossible to foretell as it was to
I reveal what was occurring on a certain
island within a certain nalnee at. I'ekin.
All that Her Majesty's Government was
concerned with at present-was to see that
the treaties are fully observed, that the
interests of British subjects are safe-guarded,and that nothing is done by either
China or any otjier nation to compromisetheir rights.
Referring to the Soudan, the Premier

said that Great Britain held dominion bythe title arising from the fact that the
Soudan formed part of the territories of
Egypt, and also by the less complicatedand more easily understood title of conquest.Any revival of the claims of titles
which events had- swept away could not be
sustained by historical precedent or internationallaw.

Must Be Ready for War.
So far as the Czar's rescript was concerned,Lord Salisbury said no one could

doubt the purity and humanity of the Emperor'smotives. "I should heartily rejoice,"he continued, "if the conference
achieved a humbler aim and if by thesteady use of the principle of arbitration
we might be able to diminish a number of
the cau^s by which war is produced. If,by humane legislation, we could alsodiminish the horrors of war, we would
render an immeasurable service to humanity.
"Meanwhile, we must follow the exampleof other nations and be prepared for war.I do not believe this is immineut, but the

causes of war still subsist; and, while do-
ing our best iu the blessed mission of
peace, we must maintain the position of
security -tfhioh past generations have givenus and which we hope to keep."

Compact with Germany.
Lord Salisbury remarked that he frequentlyenvied a nation possessing a Committeeon Foreign Relations, like the United

States.a committee which could secretly'receive explanations that Ministers wereduly too glad to give. Rut as Great Britain
was without that feature of parliamentarygovernment it would be impossible for him

DILLON TRIES TO
UNITE THE IRISH.

/

Nationalist I oaHar noriinoe
IVMMMUV KJ \J i I I \J O

to Lead His Party in
Parliament,

i

| i Feb. 7..At a meeting
LONDON, this afternoon of the

:LJ Anti Parnellite >l|embersof Parliament, Mr. John Dillon, chairmanof the Irish Parliamentary party, announcedhis resignation of the leadership,
his motive being expectation that the Irish
National Convention, to be held in March,
will come to new arrangements^ for securingthe unity Of the Nationalist party.
The overwhelming popular sentiment of

Ireland. Mr. Dillon said was for- tin.

union of all Nationalist members of the
House of Commons on the lines the party
followed under Parnell from 1885 to 1890.
By declining to allow himself to nominatedagain for the chairmanship during
the present Parliament he hoped he would
be credited with the desire to secure this
reunion, which he was prepared to promotein every way in his power.
Mr. Dillon was in conference^ this eveningwith William Redmond and Patrick

O'Brien, aiming at a coalition of Nationalistsand Parnellites, but excluding the
Healy faction.

CANADIAN TOBACCO MEN
TT7 A UTT T\TTrTT"tr,0 TAffCD T A CTT»
w an i i/u jlijjj

Desire to Tax American Product and
Make Up Deficit by Excise

Duty. <.

Toronto, Ont., Feb. 7..The tobacco growersof Essex and Kent counties are asking
the Government to make the duty on tobaccoimported from The United States 50
cents per pound instead of 35 cents, as at
1>resent.
The loss of revenue to the Government

which will be the result of the decrease in
the importation of American tobacco, the
growers say, can be met by an excise duty,which may be put as high as the Governmentwishes. Th{; crop in the above countiesis variously" estimated at between
7,000,000 and 10,000,000 pounds, an ingreaseever last year of over 6,000,000 pouudjp.
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Speaker of Gommcms.
to give the noble lord (Earl of Kiinberly)
all the information he desired regarding
foreign affairs. The agreement between
Germany and Great Britain, however, was
of a. character favorable/ to friendship betweenthe hwo nations and to tlie rights of
all concerned, as well as to the peace of
the world. But he (the Premier) would not
be doing his duty if he gave further details
as to the stipulations, which for the presentrequired no action oil the part of Great
Britain.

4 o'clock. The House was crowded, among
those present-being Lieutenant ,T. C. Col!well, the United States Naval Attache here,
and Mrs. t'olwell. After the new members
had taken the customary oath, the Speaker,
the Right Hon. William Court Gully, read
the Queen's speech, and Mr. Josceline
Bagot, Conservative. Member for South
Westmoreland, moved the address in reply
to the speech.

An Alliance for Progress.
Mr. Bagot sdid he was pleased to notice

that "the bonds of mutual interest and
kinship between this (country and America
have by recent events been drawn, closer."
He added:
"A^i alliance between the two great Englishspeaking people need not necessarily

be one of offence or defence, but might be
one that would be admirably fitted to lead
the nations, of the world in the direction
of freedom, civilization and progress."
The Hon. William Frederick Danvers

Smith, Conservative, member for the
Strand District of London, seconded the
address, and the new Liberal, leader, the
Right Hon. Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerinan,member for the Stirling District of
Scotland, replied. Among other things he
said that the prospect of an Anglo-Saxon
union tended toward the stability of peace.
Mr. Arthur J. Balfour, First Boril of the

Treasury and Government leader in the
House, replied to Kir Henry CampbellBannerman'scriticisms of the Government'spolicy.
Neither speech contained any points of

special interests, though both dealt largely
with the relations between Great Britain
and* France, Mr. Balfour remarking that
there was no reason why the present
peaceful relations should not be permanent.
After several other speeches the House

of Commons adjourned.

P0PEH1IESTS
CHURCH FUNDS.

I orrro Qnme Rn W i + h rl rau/n
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from Foreign Banking
Houses,

1

Special Cable to the Journal.
(Copyright, 1S09, by the \ew York

Journal anil Advertiser.)
1 Feb. 7..The Pope and!

ROME, liis financial advisers have
'.I decided to withdraw part

of the Chnrelf funds invested abroad, an ac-

oount of the low rates of interest obtained,
and invest the money in Italy, where higher
rates can be obtained.
The Holy See has $16,000,000 deposited, in

English, French and Belgium banks, from
Which a revenue of only $400,000 per an-

nuin is obtained, the avefage rate of interestbeing 'lV-> per cent.
Most of tiiese funds will be invested iu

shares of the Banco di Iloma, the Banco
Commercial and the Credito Italiano, which
are considered solid financial institutions.
Those banks will pay the Pope eight per
eegt dividends, or~?T.2S<J,0O0 annually, insteadof the $400,000 now received*

SPANISH SOLDIERS DIE
IN TRANSPORT HOLDS.

Heavy Death Lists Reported on All VesselsBearing Repatriated Troops
from Cuba.

p't. Thomas, Danish West Indies,
Keb. 7..The Spanish transport Alfonso
XIII., from Cienfuegos, arrived here to-day
to take on board coal and water. She appearsto be overcrowded, and was not permittedto dock.
She reporter two deaths had occurred on

board of her and that she had fifty-nine|
persons on the sick list. It was believed
that among these were several cases of
fever. The passengers for San Juan wore
landed on Quarantine Island, several miles
form the city, subject to detention there.

St. Michael*. Aasore Islands. Feb.
7..The British steamer Bothnia. Captain
Warr, chartered for use srs a Spanish transport,has arrived here from Cienfuegos,Cuba, on her way to Spain, with repatriatedtroops. Kight soldiers died 'during the
voyage and fifty-two were dangerously ill
when the steamer arrived hete. She hitsbeen subjected to a rigorous mixunxiine.

ALL ABOARD FOB
TOMSKHRITSK,

4'First Call for Dinner" as
the Train LeavesKrasnoyarsk,

CHANGE FOR PORT ARTHUR

The Scenic Route Across Siberia
lit r- t
includes a ferry i rip on

Lake Baikal.

Special Cable to the Journal.
(Copyright, 1899, by the JieW "Vorlt

Journal and Advertiser.)

ST. PETERSBURG, tapid progjJ. ress is now

being made on the great Government rail|wayacross Siberia, and regular traffic operationsarc being carried on -over many
sections.
Two changes have been made at the far

eastern end. Instead of running the iin^
around the southern shore of the huge Lake
Baikal, trains will he (carried across the
lake on a powerful steam ferry. The other
change is that a branch line to Port Arthur
will lease the main line at Tchita, 400
miles east of Lake Baikal.
Jtiaius jut- uuw run «s lmi as irnuiSK, near

[Lake Baikal, although the section between
Krasnoyarsk, the principal station in Cen|tral Siberia, and Irkutsk is not juite finished.Mo bridges have been built across
the rivers Oka and Yeuissei. where ferries
will probably be used for a long time.
From Krasnoyarsk a modern corridor

train, with restaurant car and other luxuriesof railroad travel, starts daily for
Tomsk. From Tomsk to Irkutsk "three
trains a week are run. Traffic between
these two points is already sufficient to
pay working expenses of the division.

NEW RIFLE FOR
THE GERMAN ARMY

\ \

Government Secretly Arrangingfor Another
Weapon ot Warfare.

Special Cable to the Journal.
(Copyright, 181)9, by the New York

Journal and Advertiser.)
Feb. 7..Germany is

BERLIN. again planning to re-

arm her infantry forces
with a magazine rifle of some improved
pattern.. The secret is being well kept.
The Minister of War, Lieutenant-General

von Gossler, when recently asked before
the Budget Committee of the Reichstag
concerning the adoption of a new small
calibre rifle, gave an evasive answer.
From many sources, however, come indicationsthat the military coup is being
prepared.
Like all German army movea, the matter

is being carried on quietly and secretly.
"Definite knowledge of the new arm will
not be known until the entire army is sud[
denly supplied with the weapon.

I, The new gun, I am reliably informed.
will be of small calibre, using, or conjee,
smokeless powder, and the bullet bears no
resemblance to the hollow projectile of the
English army rifle.

LAIRD,"FAMOUSTSHIP
BUILDER, IS DEAD.j

His Firm Built the Famous Destroyer!
Alabama and Many Other Fine

Vessels.

Liverpool, Fcl». 7..William Laird, of
the famous shipbuilding firm of Laird Bros.,
at Birkenhead, died to-day.
The firm of Laird Bros., long one of the

ablest shipbuilding firms in England, was

founded about fifty years ago by Johni
Laird, father of William Laird. It is besti
known in this country in connection with
the construction of the Confederate war

vessel Alabama. At the time of the break-
ing out of our civil war the Messrs. Laird,
as the concern was then known, were the
foremost shipbuilders of the world, and the'

...hi,.!, ,,-oo ."n Annuel
-ni.iucmi", " uilu . V.UIMV«U ...

18G2. was the two hundren and ninetieth
vessel built by them. She was known as1
"290" before she was christened by the
Confederates. The firm was bitterly denouncedby the people of the Northern
States for building her. \
John Laird, the eldest son of the founder

of the concern, died a little over a year
ago, after conducting the business with his
two brothers for nearly thirty years. The
late Mr, William Laird, like' his elder
brother and father, had a world-wide reputationas an expert on the construction of
both merchant and naval vessels, and an
immense amount of work has been done by
the Lairds in recent years for the British
AdmiflBlty, including the. construction of
the Royal Dak and other first-class battle
ships, and an enormous fleet of torpedo
boats and torpedo boat destroyers. They
constructed the steamship Columbia for
the Haiiibnrc-Amerlean Lino

HENRY DISGUSTED WITH
PORTO RICO POLITICS.

Military Governor Delays Appointing
Heads of Departments While FactionsWrangle.

Sail Juan, Porto Rico, Feb. 7..As
yet General Henry, Governor of Porto
lUt'o, lias not appointed the heads of the
four departments.State, Justice, Finance
and Interior.'which he has substituted for
the dissolved insular cabinet. He favors
two Liberal apppintees. one Radical and
one Independent. The Liberals and Radicalsare making great efforts to control
the appointments. General Henry is not
a little disgusted with Porto Rico polities.There was a public demonstration to-day
to celebrate the ratification of the peace
treaty. The circulars distributed described!
the affair as a "Celebration in honor of the
incorporation of Porto Rico among the
United States."

BOLIVIAN INDIANS IN~
A GENERAL REVOLT.

~

~

reports neacn Lima ot Murder and
Plunder and of the National <

Army in Retreat.

Lima, Pern, Feb. 7..Advices from Bo-
Iivia confirm the report of the retreat of J
President Alonso and his army to Oruro, a <

hundred miles northwest of Sucre. The
Indians, it is added, are rising everywhere,
and are murdering and plundering. .There are also rumors of complications f
between Bolivia and ChiM. t

)
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NO FEAR OF SUBAAARJNE
BOATS.

Yarrow, England's Great Expert,Says They Are
Not Effective.

THEIR RISK TOO GREAT,

France's New Under Water DestroyerNeed Cause No
Naval Alarm.

Feb. 7..The recent,
LONDON manoeuvres of the

French submarine
torpedo boat Gustave Zede have aroused
much interest in English naval circles, and
the many experiments of Americans in the
same line make her tests of equal itnpor
tance to the United States navy.
A. P. Yarrow, England's famous builder

of torpedo boats and queer craft of all
kinds, is undoubtedly the best expert on

such types, and he does not share in the
mild alarm of British naval men.
"From the sensation which is being

made about it in France." said Mr. Yarrow."one would think it was a new idea.
It is not. For more than thirty years
trials have been made of submarine torpedoboats. And the thirty years have
been marked by little progress and considerableloss of life. And in this latest
attempt by the French the" essential objectionsto the idea still remain.
"First of all. these boats are so dangerousthat T doubt if competent men will be

found willing in time of peace to risk tbeir
lives in the necessarv practice. Manv
competent constructors could be found
ready and willing to build one of these
boats, but I am quite sure not many would
venture in it when it was built.
"These dangers arise to some extent

from the fact that the specific gravity of
the boat must be either exactly or nearly
the same as the specific gravity of the
water. The result is that if an indentation
was caused In the skin of the vessel, its
specific gravity would, of course, become
actually grater than that of the water, and
it would sink to the 'bottom. Another
danger, which arises chiefly in shallow
water, is that the vessel is apt, through
the slightest disorder of the steering gear,
to get out of the horizontal line. And in
that case in less than no time it might
stick its head in the mud. This actually
occurred a few years ago at Tilbury, when
Lord Charles Beresford was nearly
drowned.
"A third danger is that of collision with

rocks, fish or nieces of wreckage. If a large
fish in some foreign sea same into contact
with one of these boats it might easily
take charge of the steering gear."
"In my belief they could be of value only

against stationary vessels. In the case of
a vessel in motion, sufficiently accurate
guiding would be impossible. Af far as stationarvvessels are concerned submarine
torpedoboats which can be guided by elee-
trie wire from the shore would prove quite
as effective.
"With our present knowledge, boats of

the French type are bpth dangerous and
ineffective, and, I may add. the more money
the French spend upon them the better for
the rest."

ATLANTIC FISHERIES"
BOTHER COMMISSION.

t

Newfoundland's Representative Sends
Word That He Cannot Leave Washingtonfor Another 'Month.

St. John's, N. F., Feb. 7..An early adjournmentof the Joint High Commission
at Washington is not expected here, The
Colonial Legislature was prorogued to-day
until March 2, owing to'letters having been
received from Sir James Winter, Newfoundland'srepresentative, intimating that
he is not likely to return to the colony beforethe end of this month. It is gathered
from various sources that the chief difficultynow before the Commission is tho
Atlantic fisheries question.

QUAY TRIAL IS AGAIN
POSTPONED; TILL FEB. 27.

Order Made by the Judge Because of
Two Intervening Holidays in

Philadelphia.

Philadelphia, Feb. 7..The trial of SenatorQuay, his son, Itlehard R. Quay, and
ex-State Treasurer Benjamin .1. Haywood,
charged with conspiracy in the misuse of
State funds, has been postponed from February20 until February 27.
Judge Beltler to-day sent for the DistrictAttorneyand counsel for the defendants

and informed them that as the previous
date, February 20, would be followed by
two holidays.Election day and Washington'sBirthday.he considered it would be
a hardship to the jurors to begin the trial
on that d^te.

SPAIN IS CERTAIN TO
RATIFY THE TREATY.

Sagasta Is Quoted as Declaring That He
Has a 'Safe Majority

of Thirty.

Madrid. Feb. 7..The Premier, Senof
Sagasta, is quoted as saying he will immediatelysubmit to the Queen Regent a

decree convoking the Cortes.
He is also reported as declaring that lie

expects to have a majority of thirty favorableto the approval of the treaty of peace
with the United States.

DEATH NOTICE KILLED PANIC.
i

Japanese Theatre Burned Down After
the Audience Had Filed Out.

Seattle, Wasli., Feb. 7..Advices front
the Orient state that the death of the JapanesePrincess Sandononinlya probably
saved the lives of hundreds at a theatre in
Osaka, Japan.
The death in the royal household was nnpoimrrtdwhen the performance a( the Knl»uklTheatre was about half through, and

mi immense audience slowly tiled out. It
had hardly loft the building when flames
broke out in the third story and soon reducedthe building to ashes.

Ontario 1m Afraid of Smallpox.
Toronto. Out., Feb. 7..The Provincial

Board of Health at a special meeting todaydecided to make vaccination general
throughout the province and instructions
to that effect have been forwarded to nil
the different health offices. This action
has been taken because of the prevalence
of smallpox In the province, especially in
the eastern part.
Germany's Attitude Toward I n.

Berlin. Feb. 7..An interpellation introducedin the Reichstag by Count von ivantzand Horren Lieber and Basserinaun,supported by one hundred Conservatives,
ontrists and National Liberals, asking the

Chancellor for information as to the actual
losition or the poHtiro-comiU'ercIal relaionswith the United States, wll! be di*;ussedon Thursday.
ipnin to 1.1ft Her "Stiite of Siejce."
Madrid, Fell. 7..The Queen Itegeut will

<ign a <leeroe to-morrow raising the state of
liege throughout Spain.


